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The Beverly Shores Museum and Art

Gallery (BSMAGQG), affectionately known as

The Depot, is proud to share a year
of extraordinary progress, community
engagement, and renewed commitment

to promoting local art and preserving

the story of Beverly Shores.

From securing a once-in-a-generation
lease that guarantees the Depot's future,
to welcoming record numbers of visitors

through our doors, to investing
meaningfully in the care of this historic
landmark, 2025 was a defining year.

None of this would be possible without

the residents of Beverly Shores—your

participation, volunteerism, and
generosity continue to shape what the

Depot is and what it will become.

MISSION:

To enrich life in Northwest
Indiana by connecting people
to local art, history, and one
another, and to preserve and
enhance the historic Beverly
Shores Depot as a space for
shared learning, inspiration, and
community-building.

FINANCIAL STEWARDGSHIP

This year marked a turning point for BSMAG

We secured up to 100 years of stewardship of the historic South Shore train depot.

We strengthened governance and expanded Board leadership.

We invested over $50,000 in critical building repairs.

We achieved our strongest financial performance to date.

We expanded our role as a gathering place for art, history, and community life.

2025 WAS OUR STRONGEST
FINANCIAL YEAR EVER

netincome $ 80,223

up nearly $77,000
year-over-year

totalassets $ 161,593

NICTD $ 54,000
contributions

Community $21,961
matching gifts toward a $30,000 goal

Despite this strength, additional fundraising
and grant support will be essential

to complete long-term building maintenance.



SECURING THE DEPOT'S FUTURE

In one of the most significant milestones in our organization's history, BSMAG entered
into long-term lease agreements with Indiana Landmarks and NICTD (South Shore Line).

The Agreement: A 50-year lease followed by two additional 25-year options ensures up
to 100 years of stewardship of the historic depot.

GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP

INDIANA LANDMARKS NICID
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

Indiana Landmarks offers preservation guidance and enhanced access
to grants and technical support. ESTABLISHED A FORMAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

To meet the responsibility of long-term stewardship, the Board undertook
a comprehensive expansion and modernization effort:

REVISED BYLAWS AND CLARIFIED BOARD DUTIES

NICTD contributed $50,000 toward rehabilitation and will provide $5,000
annually for utilities.

CREATED ANNUAL BOARD GIFT EXPECTATIONS

Community Celebration: The signing was celebrated at a Labor Day 2GANPED BeHRD IEnHAR P10 T2 eIS PIRSSIOIRE

weekend event at the Depot, bringing together residents, partners, and
INSTITUTED FIVE STANDING COMMITTEES:

supporters.
This agreement secures the Depot not only as a historic structure, but as Nominating & Governance
a permanent cultural home for Beverly Shores. Building

Development
Operations

Finance

A dedicated Museum Group within Operations now
focuses on documenting and preserving Beverly

Shores' history and cultural legacy.




MUSEUM PROGRAMMING AND
SPECIAL ROJECTS

The Museum continued its mission as a community-based
history organization:

Installed a large video screen to enhance bimonthly history exhibits

Presented exhibits on:
Town development
Century of Progress homes
Shoreline erosion
Local leaders and civic memory

Hosted a special tribute honoring Carol Ruzik, a beloved town leader
who founded and worked tirelessly for the Depot.

These exhibits were featured in local and regional media and community
newsletters, expanding awareness of Beverly Shores’ unique story.
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ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM STORE

Exhibitions & Community Gatherings

From April through October, Second Friday openings welcomed
residents and visitors for curated exhibitions featuring:

Fiber arts

Oil and pastel painting

Photography

Mixed media works by regional artists

These evenings remain among the most beloved traditions at the
Depot—equal parts art opening and neighborhood gathering.
Gallery exhibitions continued through the following four weeks,
engaging guests and creating purchase opportunities.

The Museum Store achieved record sales, particularly during the
Holiday Sale.
Guests enjoyed:

Original art and fine crafts
Books and publications by local authors
Artist and author signings throughout the year

Sharing Art Beyond Our Walls: The Free Art Box

In the spirit of community generosity, BSMAG installed a Free Art
Box on the Depot grounds—inspired by neighborhood free book
boxes.

The Free Art Box allows visitors to:
Take a piece of art, no cost
Leave art to share with others
Experience creativity as a shared civic resource

This small but impactful project reflects the Depot's belief that art
should be accessible, joyful and woven into everyday life.



SPECIAL EVENTS AND FUNDRAISING

One of our most popular and successful fundraisers, The Depot 5x5, invited artists to
donate original 5" x 5" artworks in any medium.

Works included painting, paper, metal, glass, wood, and organic materials
All pieces sold for $55, with enthusiastic buyers lining up on opening night

Proceeds directly supported Depot operations and programming

STEWARDSHIP OF A NATIONAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK

The Depotis nearly 100 years old and caring for it is
both a privilege and a responsibility.

This year, BSMAG

Developed a formal 3-year Rehabilitation Plan
Invested approximately $50,000 in urgent repairs

Addressed critical roof, chimney, window, and basement water
infiltration and drainage issues

Replaced a failing water heater and installed a new furnace

Reinforced a structural beam and regraded landscape to protect
the foundation

Major window restoration is planned for 2026, with full roof replacement
identified as a future capital priority.



SUPPORTING THE DEPOT

Why Your Support Matters

The Beverly Shores Museum and Art Gallery exists because the community
believes this place matters.

As the steward of a nearly century-old National Historic Landmark, the Depot
serves a dual role: it is both a vibrant center for art, history, and community life,
and a complex historic structure that requires ongoing care, investment, and
responsible management.

Unlike many museums, the Depot does not have a large tax base or endowment
to rely on. Its ability to remain open, welcoming, and relevant depends directly
on the generosity of residents, visitors, and friends of Beverly Shores.

Community support makes it possible to:

Preserve and rehabilitate the historic Depot building

Present museum exhibitions that document Beverly Shores' unique story
Host art exhibitions, cultural events, and educational programs

Maintain free or low-cost access to arts and history for all

Create gathering spaces that strengthen civic connection

Every gift - large or small, signals a shared commitment to honoring the past while
investing in the future. Together, these contributions ensure that the Depot remains

a place where history is preserved, creativity is celebrated, and community life thrives
for generations to come.

LOOKING AHEAD

The momentum and promise
of the Beverly Shores Museum and Art Gallery
have never been greater.

We invite you to:
Attend exhibitions and events
Volunteer or serve on a committee
Consider Board service
Support the Depot financially

Together, we are preserving a landmark,
telling our town's story, and creating a home for art and culture
that will serve Beverly Shores for generations.

Thank you for standing with The Depot.



DONOR APPRECIATION

Thank You for Supporting

$10,000 and Above — The Golden Whistle Society

Jeftrey Singer
Carmen Hernandez
Kim Kerbis

$5,000 — $9,999 — The Station Master Circle

Mo and Terry Dunne
Tom and Deb Abrahamson

$1,000 - $4,999 — The Conductor’s Circle

Nina Diamond

Greg Lyman and Margaret Williford
Naomi Pollock

Mary and Howard Marvel

Philip Pierce and Anthony Schreiber
Geoff Bevington

Ed Kleese and Kathleen Fischer
Paul Kleinaitis

Nancy Corrie

David Phelps and Leslie McLean
Monique Rub

Nancy Schwab

Joan Solbeck

Elizabeth Thornburg

Susan Zucker

David and Carol Healy

Dunes Women’s Club

Daniel and Sarah Mulconrey
Dolores Connoly and Dan Casey

$500 — $999 — The Platform Club
Mark Degnen

Thomas Dodd

Jeanne Flanagan

Moira & Andrew Griffin
Susan Loeb

Kate McSherry

Dale and Nancy Nichols
Lisa Sallwasser

Suzy Vance

Beth Ford

Daniel Reedy

$200 - $499 — The Commuter Club
Charles Steffel

Larry Jensen

Susan Lisle

Steven Nieslawski

Gunnbjorg Lavoll

Ada Sutkus

Kimberly and Scott Wellmann
Candise and Luke Cho

Cathy Moynihan

Kathleen Sellew

Thomas Murphy

$200 - $499 — The Commuter Club
Ari Killian

Michael Houlihan

Jennifer and Timothy Marler

Jay and Laura Hennessey

$100 - $199 — Friends of the Depot
Constance & Sarah Goldberg

Jan Parr

Julius and Lydia Ringus

Geof Benson

John Dimauro

George & Susan Dluhy

John Mazeika

Kevin & Julie Mckee

Marcia and Richard Metzcus

Jim and Annette Nolan

Kristi Petitpren

Oleg Petrov

Deb Ramstorf

John and Julie Rapisarda

Jean Rudd

Cheryl and Ted Tolish

Sandra Valaitis-Rose

Maria Zywica

Steven and Kathleen Coughlin
Patrick Piper

Sharon Carnes

John DiMauro

Philip Loftus and Loretto Kennedy
Arthur Hall IIT and Shelia Trauernicht
Carla McPherson

Kristen and David Jacobucci
Nicholas Loizzi and Shauna Reitz
Denise Brinckman

Bennet’s Rentals

Mary Breen

Russell and Michelle Petersen
Margaret McKenna

Christina Tchen

Curt Kendall

Loretta Kasparas

$50 — $99 — Train Spotters
Amanda Freymann

Danguole Bartkus

Rosario Blaszkiewicz

Peggy Oberle

Steven and Kathleen Coughlin
Patrick Piper

Sharon Carnes

John DiMauro

Philip Loftus and Loretto Kennedy
Arthur Hall ITI and Shelia Trauernicht
Carla McPherson

The Depot

$50 - $99 — Train Spotters
Kristen and David Jacobucci
Nicholas Loizzi and Shauna Reitz
Denise Brinckman

Bennett’s Rentals

Mary Breen

Russell and Michelle Petersen
Margaret McKenna

Christina Tchen

Curt Kendall

Loretta Kasparas

Every effort has been made to
ensure this list is accurate.

The above represents donations
received from December 1, 2025
through April 12, 2026.

We apologize for any errors
or omissions and ask that
corrections be brought to

our attention.

THANK YOU!

2025 -4.12.2026



