Landmarkg,'
- /4*\:,-

S_eptember 26,2024
By Ed Kleese



Hello, my name is Ed Kleese, and | am a member of the Beverly Shores
Depot Museum and Art Gallery Group.

My wife Kath and l initially came to Beverly Shores for it’s beauty. We
started hearing stories about the town’s history and what used to be here:
Theater of the Dunes, Beverly Shores Hotel, a Town School, homes along
the lake front, the Red Lantern Restaurant. These peaked my interest.






| heard about The Depot Museum and Art Gallery, decided to join.

| became even more interested when | learned Carol Ruzic had been
collecting information on the town for many years that was stored in

boxes, thirty of them, in her husbands office.

The Museum decided that the information needed to be stored for
antiquity in a digital form, so | took a class at Indiana State University on
Archiving to learn the process using Past Perfect Small Museum software.

The Depot organization created an Archiving Team consisting of : Carol
Ruzic, Mary Jan Greene, Lisa Sarsany, Gail Saum, Bob Stanley and myself.

We asked for donations from town residents and had a great response of
over $5000. We purchased the equipment and software, trained
volunteers and started archiving in 2015.
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We then created 19 Virtual Exhibits on certain subjects that could be
accessed through our website. Typical subjects were The Depot train
station history, Hotel, Theater of the Dunes, Old North Church, Colonial
Village, Architecture then and now, The Golf Course , Former Resorts in
Town, Native Americans in the area, etc.

We had a concern about how we could increase our reach to residents &
visitors about our town’s history.

Why not create a Beverly Shores Heritage Trail? The Depot organization
then created the Beverly Shores Heritage Trail Team consisting of : Carol
Ruzic, Monique Rub, Lisa Sarsnay, Joy Bracken, Mary Jean Greene, Bob
Stanley and myself.



N MAD OF THE PICTURESGUE PART & THE DUNES OF INDIANA KNOWN AS EEVERLY SHORES

BEVEALY SHORES BEACH
— :‘*Vﬂltll oF soLoEN

ALOIT

i
LIk
1
fus

| NIAORYINI qNV ALAV18 TVINIVNNTHOIY |

»)
I

v
A\

 INCLUD!

N

i

[ STIHIO ANVIN ANV — SAOHS JVI STHL ONIHIAIAT 0 ANV 335 NV NOX J3H SNINOLIY VA

y?euerfy cSAores, Yndrana - 1947~ 1997

PSRYNOY ANY ANIDTT B




We would have Trail Markers at different places in town were some
subjects still stand while others have disappeared.

There would be some information on the Trail Marker, but also a QR code
that would take you to a Virtual Exhibit with more information about that
particular location.

We submitted a grant request to Indiana Humanities and received
approval on 10-28-2021. $2,360

We completed project with 17 Heritage Trail markers on 7-16-2023.
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Beverly Shores Depot The Hotel was built in 1934. It had 32 rooms

X:,:Sé;g;nd B R BIE\VAERIN@SIFI[@IR{ESY with private or semi-private baths.
= IH]EI@HTA@E T[’@ Aﬂﬂ__' Robert Bartlett had it built to house visitors

who came to Beverly Shores to enjoy the

beaches or buy property.

It hosted many events, including dances and
weddings, sometimes celebrated on its outdoor
patio.

The hotel was purchased from Bartlett by Dr.
S.R. Barrer in 1952 for use as a nursing home
for the convalescent, chronically ill, and post-
operative care.
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In 1966 the building was acquired by the Indi-
ana Dunes National Park.
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Gone But Not Forgotten

In 1966 The Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
was created, and homes were acquired for the
purpose of creating and preserving the lakefront
in its natural state. The property owners were
given a lease opportunity. After &;
the owners' leases expired the
buildings were removed.

Shore Erosion

Lake Front Drive has always been in danger of
eroding. In 1951 a section waslost. In 1973 sections
were lost but repaired. In the 1980s the Army
Corps of Engineers constructed a rock revetment.
The 2020 attack on Lake Front Drive

caused portions to be lost. Many =

were endangering the road, so a new =
revetment was built.

Former Resorts

Before the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore was
created in 1966, seventeen known resorts existed.
Beverly Shoreswas a popular spot for Chicago
vacationers, many families remained all summer,
with the working parent commuting to Chicago.

After the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore was established, it acquired

[= O]
1.

Architecture Then & Now

Beverly Shoresis blessed with many beautiful
homes, numerous styles, and some by famous
architects. Home styles vary, from the first
homes, which were Mediterranean Revival
commissoned by developer Frederick Bartlett,
to new concept houses like
Lustron homes, Midcentury
Modern, and Contemporary.

Many of the homes here were [m]=!
designed to fit into the natural
habitat of Beverly Shores.
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Community House / Dunes Women'’s Club

The Community House was a private resdence,
but became property of the National Park. A
resdent encouraged the Town to trade it for
another property

Today the house isacommunity building available
for town use and home of the Dunes Women'’s
Club. The Club provides support to Beverly Shores
and the surrounding communities.
The Club did renovations, continues E
to maintain the house, library, and =
its grounds, and is committed to the _r_ 1
growth and development of Beverly
Shores
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The Beverly Shores Golf Course

The Beverly Shores Golf Course opened in
1929. The 18 hole course wasrated asone of the
best in the country. The course and Club House
were located just off highway 12 across from
Broadway. The Club House continued the town’s
architectural theme. The Golf Course closed
during World War Il and never opened again.

Mrs. Helen Woods bought the [&] 4%
property and divided the area. St 3% ‘
Ann's church and rectory stand
there now. The rest is the Indiana

OURSTORY
SAVING ALANDMARK,
MAKING ACOMMUNITY

Years of effort by Beverly Shores towns-
people, spearheaded by The Dunes
Women'’s Club, preserved the station.

The Depot enriches the lives of visitors
by preserving and telling the story of
Beverly Shores and this area, featuring
exhibits by artists from our region, and
hosting events providing opportunities
for people to gather and connect.

PLEASEDONATE

If you like what you see, please donate to
Beverly Shores Museum and Art Gallery
so that we can continue to grow.

Mail a check to:

Beverly Shores Museum and Art Gallery, Inc.

PO Box 305 Beverly Shores, IN. 46301

Or to pay by credit card, debit card
or PayPal, visit: www.bsdepot.org
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Broadway, Beverly Drive, and Lake
Front Drive were all once populat-
ed with many structures
that no longer exist.

_ What happened to change
the town so dramatically?

The Beverly Shores Depot
= Museum and Art Gallery has
undertaken a project to further
its commitment to “Keeping
the Past Present.” At each site
a trail marker will be erected
showing a brief description
of what used to stand there—
along with a QR code allow-
| ing digital accessto additional
details about the site, which
may include a virtual tour.

i; The Beverly Shores Heritage Trail
uD1ARA Lk received support through a Historic
Preservation Education Grant from
Indiana Landmarks and Indiana Humanities.



| want to thank the following people and
organizations for your support!

 Indiana Humanities & Indiana Landmarks

* The Beverly Shores ABSR (Association of Beverly Shores
Residents) Community Foundation

* The Beverly Shores Depot Museum and Art Gallery Organization
* The Depot Archiving and Heritage Trail Teams

* For more information, go to www.bsdepot. Then under Museum,
you will find info on : The Heritage Trail, Virtual Exhibits, and our
History Scavenger Hunt.


http://www.bsdepot/
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