HERITAGE TRAIL PROJECT

BY JAN PARR

“The Hotel was built in 1934. It had 32 rooms
| i BEVE@‘D{] S{ﬂ@@ES with private or semi-private baths.
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beaches or buy property.
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It hosted many events, indluding dances and
weddings, sometimes celebrated on its outdoor
pﬂ“ﬂ.

The hotel was purchased from Bardett by Dr.
S.R. Barrer in 1952 for use as 2 nursing home
for the convalescent, chronically ill, and post-
operative care.

An interest in history drew Ed Kleese, a resident
since 2011, to the Beverly Shores Depot Gallery &
Museum, where he became a Board member. And
when he heard that fellow Board member and
longtime resident Carol Ruzic had some 30 boxes of
historical records and photos stored at her home, he
and other Board members decided they had to be
digitized so they could be forever preserved.

In 1966 the building was acquired by the Indi-
ana Dunes National Park.
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dens were reached by going over a small bridge.
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Now, nine years and countless volunteer hours later,
that project is nearly complete, and Indiana Hu-
manities and Landmarks asked Ed to give a
presentation about the Depot’s efforts at its Annual
Meeting in Michigan City in late September.

composed entirely of native plants. The gar-

After taking a class at Indiana State University on archiving, Ed formed a team consisting of himself, Carol,
Mary Jeanne Greene, Lisa Sarsany, Gail Saum, and Bob Stanley. Town residents and organizations donated
more than $5,000 for the purchase of equipment and software. The archiving team started training volunteers,
and in 2015 the work began. More recently, ABSR and the ABSR Community Foundation purchased a new
computer and scanner for the digitization and virtual history initiative.

The group created 19 virtual exhibits that can be accessed through the Depot’s website. Subjects include The
Depot train station, hotel, Theater of the Dunes, the Old North Church, the Colonial Village, architecture,
golf course, former resorts and Native Americans.

Then Ed heard about a historical trail project in Indianapolis and decided to create the Beverly Shores
Heritage Trail. The Heritage Trail Team, consisting of Carol Ruzic, Monique Rub, Lisa Sarsany, Joy Bracken,
Mary Jean Greene, Bob Stanley and Ed, got to work.

As you have probably seen around town, the 17 trail markers contain information and a QR code that takes
people to a virtual exhibit with more information about the location.

Indiana Humanities awarded the project a grant of $2,360 in 2021, and the Heritage Trail project was
completed in July of 2023. Ed’s presentation at the Annual Meeting was well received, so much so
that several participants asked for trail maps to experience it themselves. “It was rewarding to hear others
ask about our project so they could implement such trails in their towns,” Ed said. Participants were
particularly interested in the wooden stands for the markers, created by Beverly Shores resident Dale
Nichols. “They require no maintenance and will blend into the landscape over time,” Ed said.

For more information, go to www.bsdepot.org. Under Museum, you will find info on: The Heritage
Trail, Virtual Exhibits, and our History Scavenger Hunt.
To access town historical records, which are constantly updated, contact Ed or a Depot Board member.

In addition to Indiana Humanities and Indiana Landmarks, Ed thanks the following for their support:
The ABSR Community Foundation, which secured grant funding for the project, The Beverly Shores
Depot Museum and Art Gallery, and the Depot Archiving and Heritage Trail Teams.

"With the digitization of our Town's records and photos, we are confident that future generations will be
able to learn about and appreciate Beverly Shores rich history."



